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Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
I want to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to the Walter H. Hill School family 
starting September 4, 2019.  In an effort to update you all as to some key changes we’re making for 
the coming school year, I wanted to send out this midsummer update prior to our summer mailing 
with the regular yearly information which will come later this month. 
 
Having had the opportunity to spend a year as Principal of WHS, I had the chance to work with our 
staff and other stakeholders to assess what has worked, and what areas for growth we needed to 
consider.  We identified many points of pride at WHS, but we found many areas we can grow in 
looking at best practices from other buildings and districts.  In that spirit, and in an effort to prepare 
students as effectively as possible for their transition to the Kingsway Regional Middle School, we 
will be following a new process for student schedules at WHS for the 2019/2020 school year. 
 
In the past, our scheduling model was more aligned to what your child experienced at the Harker 
School.  They were assigned a homeroom, and that homeroom assignment dictated their schedule. 
Their homeroom class followed each other from class to class for the entirety of the day, and had 
the same teachers and classes.  This year, we have restructured teaching teams to mirror the 
teaming at Kingsway Middle School.  Benefits of this new scheduling format include: 
 

- Individualized schedules for students based on their needs. 
- Opportunity to build relationships with a wider variety of classmates over the day. 
- Breaking down stigma surrounding specific homerooms of students, floors, etc (the “smart” 

floor, the “basic skills” floor, the “special ed floor”, “Mrs Brown’s homeroom students”, etc).  
- Authentic preparation leading to students’ transition to Kingsway Regional Middle School. 

 
As part of this transition to individualized schedules, we will be communicating with parents each 
child’s homeroom placement prior to the start of the school year.  As at Kingsway, however, 
students will not receive their full schedule until they arrive on the first day of school.  All students 
will meet their homeroom teachers on the blacktop, and they will be escorted to their homeroom. 
The first day of school we run an extended homeroom.  It is during this time your child’s homeroom 
teacher will provide them their specific schedule.  Homeroom teachers will take their classes on a 
tour of the school to show them where all the classes are located, as well as assigning them 
lockers, explaining how the flow of the day works, etc.  
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In addition to changes in our scheduling process, I also would like to welcome Mrs. ChaeUn Hwang 
as our new Guidance Counselor and Anti-Bullying Specialist for the 2019/2020 School Year.  Mrs. 
Hwang, along with Mrs. Rachel Ryman, our School Social Worker and CST case manager, form our 
student support services team.  Further, I’m excited to announce that Mr. Stan Coleman has taken 
over as our Academic Team Leader, and Mrs. Denise Squibb has taken over as our Building 
Activities Coordinator.  They will be working together with my office staff over the year to 
communicate with families as to the many upcoming exciting events, activities, and other important 
happenings around WHS!  Additional new staff for the 2019/2020 school year include:  
 
Mrs. Lauren Henry - Language Arts 
Ms. Katelyn Hutchison - Science 
Mrs. Kathleen Kennedy - In-Class Resource Science and Social Studies 
Ms. Amanda Seal- World Cultures 
 
We would also like to welcome Ms. Mastella and Mrs. Mervine from the Harker School.  Ms. 
Mastella will be teaching In-Class Resource Math and Mrs. Mervine will be teaching Language Arts. 
As we prepare to welcome your children to start a new year, we hope to see everyone on August 
27th from 4:30pm-6:30pm for our annual open house.  
 
I encourage you all to reach out with any questions you may have, to get involved in some of our 
activities over the school year, and to attend as many of our after school functions and activities as 
you can.  It’s an exciting and eventful year in 6th grade, and we want you all to be a part of the 
excitement.  Any ideas, questions, comments, or concerns you have are welcome, and don’t 
hesitate to contact the main office or myself directly.  We look forward to working with you all as a 
team to support your children in having a successful final year as Comets here in the 
Swedesboro-Woolwich School District! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Scott J. Hogan 
 
Dr. Scott J. Hogan 
Principal- Walter H. Hill School 
District Anti-Bullying Coordinator 
1815 Kings Highway 
Swedesboro, NJ 08085 
shogan@swsdk6.com 
856-241-1552 x 2011 
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